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Report of the Sub-Committee on
Achieving Health Equity in Asia
29-30 June, 2009, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
1- The Sub-Committee on Achieving Health Equity in Asia held its meeting on 29-30 June, 2009 in Tehran. Delegates from Afghanistan, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Laos, Oman, Sri Lanka and Syria participated in the meeting. (The list of Participants is Annexed I)
2- The list of documents before the Sub-Committee included:

2.1- APA Resolution on Achieving Health Equity in Asia, APA/Res/2008/20
2.2- Report of the Secretary-General to the Sub-Committee, SG/Rep/2009/07, dated 06/ June/ 2009.

3- The meeting began by inauguration statement by H.E., Mr. Aboutorabi Deputy Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran. In his comprehensive statement he emphasized that the health equity is an imperative for improving the social situation of disadvantaged people in Asia. He reaffirmed that health goes beyond medical treatment of human body and encompasses social determinants and economic factors that have significant impact on health. To address such socio-economic factors APA Member Parliaments have a shared responsibility in advocating and promoting national policies and legislative measures for reducing inequalities and achieving health equity.
4- H.E. Dr. Lankarani, Minister of Health and Medical Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran delivered a statement on how to achieve health equity in Asia. He welcomed all the participants and stressed that Iran is located in the middle of Silk Road and as one of the oldest human civilization has always been a center for exchange of cultures. He said health indicators have been growing in almost all countries; however the gap and inequalities between poor and disadvantaged people have not been reduced. He expressed that some world organizations have not paid proper attention to these inequalities; for example the World Bank “Structural Adjustment” Plan had negative impact on Africa and Latin America.
Equity in health should be regarded as an essential item in plans and policies of the countries for a sustainable develop. Such policies require investment in infrastructural sections to enhance social equity. At the end he expressed the readiness of the Islamic Republic of Iran to share an exchange its experiences and best practices with all Asian countries. 
5- Later a comprehensive statement was made by H.E. Dr. Hossein Gazairy, WHO Regional Director, EMRO.  The text of his statement is attached as Annex II. 

6- H. E., Dr.  Nejad Hosseinian, the APA Secretary-General presented a summary report for the consideration of the Sub-Committee. 
7- The Sub-Committee then proceeded to adopting its Agenda. Agenda is attached as Annex III.

8- The Sub-Committee elected its bureau.  Dr. Alireza Marandi, Honorable Member of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran was elected as chairman. The Honorable, Mr. Dr. Tissa Virtharana Minister & Member of the Parliament of Sri Lanka was elected as vice-Chairman.
9- The Chairman made a statement. Honorable, Mr. Marandi raised a number of issues including   the impact of socio-economic situation on health and health equity in Asian Countries.
10- The sub-committee meeting was divided into four plenary sessions. In plenary session 1 social determinants of health in Asia (regional and national contexts) was discussed by Dr. Samin seddiqi: regional advisor on health policy and planning WHO. H.E Dr.Tisa Vitarana, MP and Minister of Science and Technology of Sri Lanka based on social determinants of health examined the experiences of Sri Lanka in achieving health equity the region.
11- In the second session entitled health equity in all policies Mrs. Mirai Chatterjee member of SDHC reviewed the experience of India on women empowerment. Dr. Z.Tabib Zade elaborates the latest developments regarding the women’s empowerment in Iran. As the last panelist Dr. M.H.  Nicknam reviewed the experience of Imam Khomein Relief Foundation of the Islamic Republic of Iran as a good example of removing health inequality for disadvantaged people.
12- In the third plenary session the mechanisms for enhancing collaboration between parliaments and governments for achieving health equity were the subject of deliberation. In this respect the parliamentarians delivered their general statements and expressed their specific views on health equity and the role of parliaments in taking legislative measures to improve social condition for achieving equity for all.
13- The delegates welcomed the Report of the Secretary-General and underlined the importance and relevance of various sections of the Report. The Sub-Committee exchanged views on how to implement the relevant recommendations contained in the draft resolution and made several proposals to improve the content of the resolution.
14- In conclusion the Sub-Committee recommended the following draft resolution to the First meeting of the Executive Council in 2009, to be forwarded to the APA Plenary for final consideration and adoption.

Draft Resolution 

On

Achieving Health Equity in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2008/20, dated 29 November 2008,
Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General on Achieving Health Equity in Asia of, SG/Rep/2009/07, dated 6 June, 2009, submitted to the meeting of the Sub-Committee held in Tehran, 29-30 June, 2009;

Referring to the final report of WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH) submitted to the Director-General of WHO,  2008;

Taking note of WHA Resolution (No.WHA 62.14) on "Reducing health inequities through action on the social determinants of health (SDH)" that was submitted to the 62nd Session of the World Health Assembly 2009;
Noting the global consensus of the United Nations Millennium Declaration to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 related to social determinants of health;

Recognizing that effective intervention on social determinants will reduce inequalities in health;

Recognizing that social approach to the health is feasible and proven to decrease health inequity;

Reaffirming the importance of the shared responsibilities on health inequity reduction;

Reaffirming the significant role of parliaments both in advocating and promoting national policies and legislative measures for achieving health equity;
Stressing the role of parliaments in adopting a harmonizing Asian approach in dealing with social determinants of health in Asia; 

Expressing concern and disatisfaction about the existing socio-economic inequalities and their impact on the poor and disadvantaged groups, as well as the remote geographical areas.

Concerned about the emerging diseases compounded with the grave dangers of global financial crisis and its negative impact on health equity within and among countries in Asia, and emphasizing on the need to strengthen the cooperation among Asian pharmaceutical industries to produce needed vaccines, drugs and other health related items with affordable prices.

Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to engage in fruitful dialogue and exchange of best practices on health equity issues for Asian countries.

1- Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/               2009/07, dated 06 June 2009.

2- Take note of the report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health for addressing the impact of socio-economic inequalities on health at global, regional and national levels.

3- Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to promote health equity in policies and share experiences and best practices, and strengthen collaboration among Member Parliaments with a view to formulating a common Asian strategy.

4- Call on Member Parliaments of APA to promote  networking among major governmental and non-governmental institutions dealing with health and social determinants of health in Asian countries.
5- Invite Member Parliaments to adopt policies and measures to encourage people's participation in promoting health equity in Asia.

6- Invite member parliments to strengthen coopration with government, non-government and civil society groups in order to identify the main social determinents of health and take measures to remove inequities in health. 
7- Underline the importance of consensus-building process among Member Parliaments for drafting common legistlation to promote health equity.

8- Underline the importance of incorporating and promoting the issue of Social Determinants of Health  (SDH) more intensively in other APA themes so as to alert other parties that the themes will significantly influence the quality of health of people in particular area.

9- Request the Secretary-General to seek inputs from Member Parliaments on the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to the next Sub-Committee meeting.
Annex I

List of the Participants in the Sub-Committee meeting on

Achieving Health Equity in Asia

29-30 June, 2009, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
 (In alphabetical order)

	Parliaments
	Delegates

	1. Afghanistan 


	1. Mr. Abdullah Fahim
2. Mr. Nemattulah

3. Mr. Erfanullah Erfan

4. Mr. Molavi Gol


	2. Bahrain
	1-Mr. Khalil Al mazrooq

2-Mr. Fuad Al Hajee

3-Mr. Rashed Alsabt

4-Mr. Ebrahim M.Al Hadi

5-Ms.Fatema Al-Zayed

6-Mr. Talal Al-Asfoor



	3. Indonesia
	1. Prof. Drs. Cecep Syarifuddin (member of parliament)

2. Mr. Suryama Majana (member of foreign affairs committee)

3. Mr. Sugeng Wahono (advisor of the delegation)  

4. Mrs. Dr. Rachmi Unturo (ministry of health – Expert staff)

	4. Iran
	1. H.E. Mr. Aboutorabi Deputy Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran

2. H.E. Dr. Alireza Marandi, Member of  Parliament

	5. Laos

	  Dr. Ms. Bounnong Boupha



	6. Oman


	1. Mr. Saad bin Mohammad bin Saeed

2. Mr. Khalid bin Saif bin Nasser

	7. Sri Lanka

	1. H.E. Dr. Tissa Vitharana Minister& PM

2. Dr. Terrance de Silva
3. Mr. Chandima Veragodi

4. Mr. Tesina Vinarana


	8. Syria 
	1- Mr. Balal Deeb 

2- Mr. Farooq Al Jasem

3- Mr. Mostafa Al Aveed

4- Mr. Aql Ebrahim
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